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Proposed claims for discussion purposes only. 
Claim 9 ( twice ai nended): 

A method for carrying out a chemical or biochemical protocol comprising: 

depositing liquid sample volumes into a plurality of sample receiving regions on at least one 

mobile sample transport member; and 

moving the s^ple transport mcmbe 

through at least one temperature regulated zone upon which a thermal transfer member acts, wherein 
said thermal transport member and said a t l east one temperature regulated zone cyclee vstes between 
at least two temperatures while said sample receiving regions arc moving through said at least one 
temperature regulated zone; and 

wherein the protocol is carried out in an atmosphere sufficiently humid to reduce or prevent 
evaporation of the liquid sample volumes. 

5 1 (new). A method for carrying out a chemical or biochemical protocol comprising: 
depositing liquid sample volumes into a plurality of sample receiving regions on at least one 

mobile sample transport member; and 

moving the sample transport member along a pathway such that said sample receiving 
regions move through at least one temperature regulated zone upon which a thermal transfer member 
acts, wherein said thermal transport member and said a t least one temperature reg ulated zone 
cycle oyden between at least two temperatures while said sample receiving regions are moving 
through said at least one temperature regulated zone; 

wherein said sample transport member is moved along said pathway by reels which 
fictionally engage the sample transport member. 

52 (new). A method for canying out a chemical or biochemical protocol comprising: 
depositing liquid sample volumes into a plurality of sample receiving regions on at least one 

mobile sample transport member; and 

moving the sample transport member along a pathway such that said sample receiving 
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regions move through at least one temperature regulated zone upon which a thermal transfer member 
acts, wherein said thermal transport member and said at least one temperature regulated zone 
cycle cyotcs between at least two temperatures while said sample receiving regions are moving 
through said at least one temperature regulated zone; and 

wherein the sample receiving regions arc covered by a non-miscible liquid in order to prevent 
evaporation of 1he liquid sample volumes. 
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